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The Crucifixion (Matthew 27:27-44; Mark 15:16-32; Luke 23:26-43; John 19:16-27)
Main Point: Even though Jesus was innocent, He willingly chose to suffer for those who were guilty.

Key Verse: For God made Christ, who never sinned, to be the offering for our sin, so that we could be made right with God through Christ.  2 Corinthians 5:21 NLT

Materials:  Many pieces of yarn – at least one piece per student, each piece about 40” long with ends tied together to form a large circle, in shades of brown, black, and a few red.
Hands on Application:

· Hand out one yarn circle to each student. Say: Let’s imagine that this yarn is a symbol for sin. I’m going to read a few verses about sin. I want each of you to listen carefully to how the Bible describes sin.

· Everyone who sins is a slave of sin. – John 8:34b

· A sinner is trapped by his sinful talk. – Proverbs 12:13a

· I see that you are very bitter. You are a prisoner of sin. – Acts 8:23

· But the Scriptures declare that we are all prisoners of sin. – Acts 3:22a NLT

· Sin “so easily entangles” us – from Hebrews 12:1

· Say: Now, I want each of you to put your yarn on yourself in a way that demonstrates one of the descriptions I read. Please don’t tie or knot it on yourself. I want every one of you to do this because Romans 3:23 says, “Everyone has sinned. No one measures up to God's glory.” Once the students are finished, go around the room, discussing how each student has shown that sin is like a trap, it binds us, etc. (Make sure that each student is wearing it in some way. Leader, Do NOT put one on yourself.)
· Say: Okay, we can see that everyone is trapped by their sin. And every one of you is wearing sin, because every human being has sinned. Ask: There is only ONE Person who never sinned. Who is that? Jesus! Say: Right! Just for our demonstration, I will symbolized Jesus. Just like Jesus never sinned, I am not wearing any “sin.” The punishment for sin is death and separation from God. Wow, it makes me so sad to look around the room and see all the people I care about tangled up in sin, which leads to death. I don’t want you to suffer the punishment for your sin. Since I (Jesus) don’t have any sin of my own, I will take your sin onto myself. Leader, go from student to student, unwrap their yarn, and put in around your own neck, like a necklace. Don’t allow the students to remove their own yarn. (For added affect, double each yarn and place it on your head instead of on your neck. They will end up looking like a crown.)

Group Discussion: 
· Ask: In our demonstration, how did it feel to be twisted up and trapped in your own “sin”? How did it feel when I took your “sin” from you and placed it on myself? 
· Have two students look up and read aloud: John 1:29 and 2 Corinthians 5:21. 
       Ask: How do these verses apply to you?

· Say: Jesus never sinned, but on the cross, He took everyone else’s sins on Himself. We deserved punishment, but by His grace, He took the punishment for us. Anyone who puts their trust in Jesus receives His free gift of forgiveness and new life in the kingdom of God! (Acts 13:39)

Conversation with God (Prayer): Pray that your students will accept God’s grace that was poured out when Jesus took their sins upon Himself. Fill in the prayer journal and close in prayer.
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